
Laudatio on the occasion of awarding the Dooyeweerd Prize   
 
 
The Dooyeweerd prize is an award for work in the fields of systematic philosophy or the 
history of philosophy that most furthers the cause of the “Philosophy of the Cosmonomic 
Idea.” 
 
The prize is awarded by the Board of the Association for Reformational Philosophy and it is 
assisted in its choice by a jury. This time, the members of the jury were Danie Strauss, John 
Kok, and Maarten Verkerk. I had the honor of chairing this committee.  
 
The prize has a considerable history now. This was the fifth time that it was awarded. The 
prize was first given to Tapio Puolimatka (Finland, 1994), then in 2000 to Kor Bril and Piet 
Boonstra (The Netherlands), in 2005 to John Kok (USA), and in 2011 to Danie Strauss (South-
Africa). 
 
It is not self-evident today that there is work to be honored with this prize. As you may 
know, there is no academic institution that fully identifies with Dooyeweerd’s philosophy 
and its legacy. It is now more than 50 years ago that Dooyeweerd himself published his last 
paper. The generations after Dooyeweerd, even the closest adherents of his thinking, have 
followed their own paths – paths that have spread out into areas even Dooyeweerd never 
dreamt of. This is how things go, and Dooyeweerd himself was aware of that – he made the 
point himself in a well-known television interview in the early nineteen-seventies.  
 
Those who, like me, find that core elements of his thought need to be preserved and further 
elaborated upon should be prepared to re-think these core concepts in order to retain with 
renewed energy in a contemporary context what is of enduring and central importance. 
Happily, there are such people, people who indeed “further the cause of philosophy of the 
cosmonomic idea.” Some of them have academic positions, others not. Some of them an 
interest in the philosophy of a particular discipline, others are involved in public policy and 
politics, still others most value the interaction between philosophy and worldview.  
 
The jury received a good number of nominations. These diverged widely. The jury had to 
decide between the author of a single book and the entire oeuvre of an other; between a 
daring and controversial point of view on an important aspect of Dooyeweerd’s work and 
scholarly work that carefully parsed different elements in Dooyeweerd’s view on an 
important dimension of our being human. I was delighted to report that the jury came to a 
unanimous decision.  
 
A few words now about the award-winning text. The Dooyeweerd Prize was this time 
extended to Dr. Jonathan Chaplin, the author of Herman Dooyeweerd: Christian Philosopher 
of State and Civil Society. It is a work that carefully explicates Dooyeweerd’s social 
philosophy and its relevance for discussions on civil society and pluralism. It is a work 
published by Notre Dame University Press. What the author has to say deserves, if you allow 
me to say so, much more attention than it has got so far. It is, as jury members said, “written 
in an excellent style, with scholarly carefulness, covering various crucial areas in 
Dooyeweerd’s political philosophy. It does not hesitate to highlight problematic areas in 



Dooyeweerd’s philosophy. It is a work of which the main thrust is solidly rooted in 
Dooyeweerd’s philosophy. Above all, it is work with an ‘outstanding quality.’” 
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